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Author offers
tips on writing 
college essays

Although application deadlines
have passed at some colleges and

universities, there are hundreds of
schools with application deadlines
still yet to come in the next few
months. Students often cite the appli-
cation essay as one of the most daunt-
ing aspects of the admissions process.
But there are many ways that students
can reduce this anxiety and ace their
essays. The editors of College Spotlight
discussed the ins and outs of college
application essays with Ethan Sawyer
(www.collegeessayguy.com), a nation-
ally recognized college essay expert
and the author of College Essay
Essentials: A Step-By-Step Guide to
Writing a Successful College Admissions
Essay (Sourcebooks, 2016).

Q. Why does writing a college essay
seem so daunting to applicants, and
what can they do to reduce their
anxiety and craft a quality essay?

A. I think it can be daunting because
the stakes are so high. Once GPA
and test scores are set, the essay is
the last thing the student can con-
trol, so this is arguably the most
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More colleges and
universities offering
alternative admission
paths to students

The college application season is
in full swing, and in a few

months students will begin receiving
the “fat envelope” that means they’ve
been admitted to their dream school.
Others will get the “thin envelope,”
which means that they must apply to
other colleges—and there are plenty
of other good options outside one’s
top pick. But an increasing number
of rejected students are taking
advantage of alternative admis-
sions (also known as second-
chance or side-door) programs that
are offered by their dream colleges.
Participation in these programs

can improve one’s chances of even-
tually being accepted to the college
and can reduce college costs (or
raise them in some instances).
More than 50 percent of U.S. col-
leges and universities offer at least
one type of alternative admissions
program, according to Money. Most
alternative admissions programs fall
into four general categories. 

1. Conditional Admission
What: Students are conditionally
accepted by the school if they attend
summer and/or fall classes at the
school and satisfy minimum GPA
requirements in these courses. 
Good Fit For: Promising students
who lack some academic or language
qualification for admission
Available At: Pennsylvania State
University, New Mexico State

continued on page 3
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More than 50 percent of U.S. colleges and universities offer at least one type
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Main Stories (cont.)

important 650 words a young person has ever written. No
pressure, right? You can reduce anxiety by identifying a few
of your essence objects and your core values, two exercises
that open my book. The objects can help you to begin to
think in images and metaphors; the core values can help you
discover, in short, why you're here. 

Q. What are the four types of college essays and how do
applicants determine which style to use?

A. I'll answer the second part first, which will lead to the first
part. Ask yourself these two questions (and this works for
parents and counselors, too): 

1. Have you faced significant challenges?  (Yes/No)
2. Do you know what you want to be or do in the future?

(Yes/No)

The answers to these two questions lead to four types of essays: 

And here’s the key: you can write a great personal statement no

matter how you answer, but each type requires a different
approach. I’ve posted a mini-version of how this works on my site
(www.collegeessayguy.com) called the Free 1-Hr Guide to Writing
the Personal Statement; the full version is in my book.

Q. What are the three main components of a quality essay?

A. Great question! After reading thousands of essays, I’ve found
that the best ones have these qualities in common 1) vulner-
ability, 2) core values, and 3) insight (or what I call "so what"
moments). When you do those three things well, over many
drafts, you end up with something called "craft," which I'd
say is the fourth quality. 

Q. What are three essay no-nos?

A. My favorite writing teacher once said, "you can do whatever
you want, as long as you know what you’re doing,” and I
agree on a deep level. Generally speaking, though:

1. Don’t primarily focus your essay on someone else (like your
grandmother).

2. Don't focus on a particular moment (this runs contrary to
popular advice), as it's too difficult to do this well.

3. Don't begin or end your essay with a quotation—try and end
with your own words.

Q. Can you tell us about College Essay Essentials? How will it
help students write top-quality admissions essays?

A. It’s a pretty concise distillation of 10+ years spent
eating/sleeping/breathing the personal statement. Some
questions I answer in this book: How do I pick a topic? How
much sharing is too much? How do I brag in a way that does-
n’t sound like I’m bragging? How to do I make my essay, like,
deep? How do I know if my essay is good? Should I share my
essay? With how many people? When? And I wrote the book
so that it can be read in a day. ●

Author offers tips on writing college essays, from page 1

A

Student hhaass faced significant

challenges and kknnoowwss  what

h/she wants to study

C

Student hhaass faced significant

challenges, but does nnoott  kknnooww

what h/she wants to study

D

Student hhaass  nnoott faced 

significant challenges and

ddooeess  nnoott  kknnooww  what

h/she wants to study

B

Student hhaass  nnoott faced 

significant challenges, but

ddooeess  kknnooww  what h/she 

wants to study

Many high school students heading to college apply
for federal financial aid via the Free Application for

Federal Aid (FAFSA, which became available on October
1), but some forget that aid is also available at the state
level. With college tuition on the rise, it’s important to
take advantage of every possible funding stream in order
to avoid accruing high debt upon graduation. Here are
four facts to keep in mind as you apply for state aid: 

1. Each state has its own application rules. Some
states simply require the FAFSA, while others (such as
Pennsylvania) have their own applications. 

2. State deadlines typically fall earlier than feder-
al ones. Awards are made until funds are depleted, so it’s
important to apply as soon as possible. 

3. Need-based aid is most common, but many
states (such as Georgia and Florida) also offer merit-
based scholarships to high-achieving students.
Additionally, some states, such as Texas, offer only need-
based grants. 

4. Most state aid can only be used to attend col-
lege in that state, although some states that share a
border offer reciprocity grants. ●

4 facts about state aid for college
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University, Marist College, University of Idaho, Winthrop
University, Texas A&M University, and other schools
Potential Drawbacks: These classes may cost extra, and
students who live on campus will have to pay for housing. 

2. Guaranteed Transfer
What: The college offers second- or third-year admission
to students who enroll in and perform well at a communi-
ty college or other school. Attending a community college
is typically less expensive than attending a four-year school.  
Good Fit For: Students who don’t mind changing schools
after a year or two. 
Available At: Cornell University, State University of New
York at Binghamton, University of Virginia, University of
Notre Dame, University of California at Irvine, and other
schools
Potential Drawbacks: It can be hard to transfer after a
year or two on campus. 

3. Second-Semester Admission
What: Students enroll in the second semester. During the
first semester, they attend a community college or participate
in study abroad programs offered by their dream school. 
Good Fit For: Promising students who just missed being
accepted for regular fall admission 
Available At: University of Southern California, Hamilton
College, Lehigh University, Middlebury College, and other
schools
Potential Drawbacks: Students transferring into college
during the second semester may not feel like they fit in
with the other students who have bonded for a semester.
Study abroad programs can be expensive. 

4. General Studies Programs
What: There are many types of general studies programs,
some are a way station for undecided majors. Others offer a
one-year program, or a two-year program, or a four-year indi-
vidualized degree. Some general studies programs are not even
located at the main university. Emory Oxford College’s pro-
gram, for example, is located about 40 miles away from the
main college in Oxford, Georgia. What general studies pro-
grams have in common is that they provide students with a
“back door” into the university and a chance to transfer into
the main university, if they so choose. The New York Times
reports that general studies programs “tend to be interdiscipli-
nary and foundational, with emphasis on writing and group
work and less on testing...and no giant lecture classes.” There

is much more emphasis on advising services, which helps ini-
tially shaky students to chart a clear path toward academic
success and eventually transition to the main university.
Good Fit For: Students who have had some academic
success in high school, but who have weak test scores
Available At: University of Illinois, Texas A&M University,
Northeastern University, Emory Oxford College, University
of Idaho, Boston University, New York University, and other
schools
Potential Drawbacks: Some students may feel stigma-
tized by being placed into a general studies program. 

Alternative admissions programs are an excellent way
to get into your dream college, but those who are con-
templating this route should ask themselves the following
questions:

✔ Do I really want to attend my dream college? It’s
a good idea to take a few days after you receive your rejec-
tion letter to reassess your college goals—and wait to hear
back from other schools to which you applied. With fur-
ther thought—and acceptance by other top schools on
your list—you may decide that your second or third pick
is a better fit. 

✔ Am I ready to make the commitment? Once
you’re accepted, you’ll need to work extremely hard aca-
demically to meet the requirements of the program. This
is your second—and often last—chance to earn accept-
ance so academics need to be first and foremost. 

✔ Do I understand the admission requirements?
Many programs have stringent admissions requirements,
such as attending a specific college, or living at home and
attending a local community college (rather than another
residential college). 

✔ How much will it cost? Many colleges charge extra
for alternative admissions classes, and students who par-
ticipate in summer or study abroad programs will have to
pay for room and board. 

✔ Will it affect my financial aid? Some colleges offer
less aid or no aid to students who participate in alternative
admission programs. Contact the college’s financial aid
office to learn about its aid policies as they pertain to alter-
native admissions programs. 

✔ Will it delay my graduation? Students who enter
in the second semester may not be able to take all the
required courses in sequence, which may delay gradua-
tion. Of course, you can take classes in the summer or
increase your credit load to catch up. ●

Alternative admission programs, from page 1
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Interesting College Majors

Comedic Arts
Emerson College

Emerson College offers a BFA in Comedic Arts, the first of its

kind in the United States. The editors of College Spotlight dis-

cussed the major with Martie Cook, professor and founder/direc-

tor of the Comedic Arts Program at the College. In addition to her

work in academia, Cook is the author of Write to TV: Out of Your

Head and Onto the Screen, and has more than three decades of

experience as a television and film writer and producer with ABC,

NBC, CBS, PBS, Warner Bros., 20th Century Fox, Columbia

Pictures, and Universal Studios. 

Q.Please tell us about your program.

A. Our BFA in Comedic Arts is a four-year, interdisciplinary pro-
gram that is the first of its kind in the nation. Rooted in liber-
al arts, students study the history and theories of comedy
and immerse themselves in a hands-on approach to comedy
writing, performance, and production.

Q.Does your program offer internships or other opportunities
for experience? If so, what do students do?

A. Yes. Our students have the chance to spend a semester at
Emerson’s Los Angeles campus, located on Sunset Boulevard
in the heart of Hollywood. Students have the opportunity to
get internships in the all areas of the comedy arena. Students
can also attend classes with some of our current partners
including Upright Citizens Brigade and Funny or Die.

Q.What aspects of your program do new students find most
interesting and/or fun? 

A. Students love being able to write, perform, and produce
comedy. They also love being part of our many comedy
groups and troupes. Students also really like being able to
spend a semester at our Los Angeles campus, where they
have the opportunity to intern at various companies that pro-
duce comedy, and where they can make professional con-
nections that may help them get their foot in the door of the
comedy industry when they graduate. Students also have
the opportunity to work with some of Boston’s well-known

continued on page 6

Classes in Emerson College’s
Comedic Arts Program

Year 1
✔ Why Did the Chicken?: Fundamentals

of Comedic Storytelling
✔ Performing Improv Comedy
✔ Evolution of Comedy I & 2 

Year 2
✔ Modes of Comedy Production
✔ Performing Sketch Comedy

✔ Writing the Short OR Writing for TV

Year 3
✔ Theories of Humor & Laughter

At least three of the following courses: 
✔ Theories of Humor and Laughter
✔ Elements of Sitcom Production

✔ Performing & Directing Physical Comedy
✔ Comedy Writing for TV

✔ Writing Animation
✔ The Dramedy

✔ Writing The Comedy Feature
✔ Great Screenwriters: Wilder, Allen…

✔ Writing the Webisode
✔ Comedy Writing for Late Night

✔ Intermediate Creative Writing: Sketch
✔ Intermediate Creative Writing: Stand-up

Year 4
Students must take at least one studies course, one cap-

stone course, and at least one of the courses below.

✔ Shakespeare’s Comedies (Studies)

✔ Chaplin (Studies)

✔ American Film Comedy (Studies)

✔ Analysis & Production of Web Video

✔ Writing Television Pilots (Capstone)

✔ Comedy Writers Room

✔ Advertising TV Studio Production, Comedy (Capstone)

✔ Comedy Editing/Post-production

✔ Meet the Comic-Comedy Archive (Capstone)

✔ Directed Study, Comedy (Capstone)

✔ Internship (Comedy)

✔ Topics in Comedy

✔ Capstone in Comedy Writing, Performance, Production

✔ Upright Citizens Brigade
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North American Racing Academy
Bluegrass Community College

Aspiring jockeys, horse trainers, grooms, bloodstock agents,

farm managers, equine veterinary assistants, and others who

are interested in careers in the equine industry should check out

the opportunities that are are available at the North American

Racing Academy (NARA), a program of Bluegrass Community &
Technical College in Lexington, Kentucky. “Students from all over
the world attend our program as well as take our online equine
courses,” explains Dixie Hayes, the program coordinator and lead

instructor for the NARA. She discussed the program with the edi-

tors of College Spotlight. 

Q.Please tell us about the North American Racing Academy.
What are its goals? What degrees are offered?

A. The North American Racing Academy (NARA) is the Equine
Studies program offered at Bluegrass Community & Technical
College (BCTC). The program was founded in 2006 by Hall of
Fame Jockey Chris McCarron under the guidance of the
Kentucky Community & Technical College System. The North
American Racing Academy is the first and only accredited
community college-based racing school in the United States.
While our roots were in providing a foundation for students
interested in becoming professional jockeys, today NARA has
successfully transformed itself into an overall equine indus-
try workforce academy. 

The NARA offers the following credentials: 
✔ Associate’s in Applied Science with two focus areas:
Horseman or Jockey. The A.A.S. in Equine Studies takes
approximately two years to complete, but only requires a min-
imum of one year for the student to be present at our
Lexington campus. Students can complete the remainder of
the degree online. 
✔ Exercise Rider Certificate (which requires a minimum of
one year at our Lexington campus)
✔ Equine Industry Workforce Certificate (which requires a
minimum of one semester at our Lexington campus with the
remainder of the credential to be completed online)
✔ Equine Veterinary Assistant Certificate (which requires a
minimum of one semester at our Lexington campus with the
remainder of the credential to be completed online)

Q.What part of your program do new students find most inter-
esting and/or fun? 

A. All students are required to complete EQS 104: Racehorse
Care Lab in order to obtain a credential from our program.
This course requires the students to be immersed into a real
life training barn at the Thoroughbred Training Center in
Lexington under the guidance of our staff and provides the
students with an inside look of the day-to-day expectations

for an employee on the backstretch of the racetrack. In gen-
eral, if a student doesn’t enjoy this course then he or she typ-
ically does not pursue a career within the equine industry. 

Our Jockey Option students definitely look forward to their
final riding class—EQS 212: Racehorse Riding Principles—
which is when they start to do speed work on the racetrack. 

Overall, students seem to enjoy EQS 118: Equine Bloodstock,
which gives the students an opportunity to study conforma-
tion and pedigree of the racehorse as well as attend the pres-
tigious Keeneland sales here in Lexington.

Q.What types of students enter your program? 

A. The majority of students are in their early 20s, but we also
have several people that attend our program later in life to
pursue their passion of working in the equine industry. 

Q.What personal qualities should students have to be suc-
cessful in your program and in their post-college careers?  

A. The number one quality that a potential student must pos-
sess to succeed in this program (as well as in the industry) is
a strong work ethic! This program (as well as the industry)
requires self-motivation and passion for the industry/horses.
Our goal at NARA is to provide as real-life of an industry expe-
rience as possible—which means students will not thrive in
our program doing just the bare minimum for completion. 

The Jockey Option students are required to complete an 
EQS 112 Pre-Enrollment Assessment prior to the first riding

A NARA student at the Thoroughbred Training Center

continued on page 6
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School & College News

comedy festivals and to perform at some of
Boston’s many comedy clubs.

Q.What types of students enter your program? What
are their career goals and interests? 

A. Students who enter our program are smart, cre-
ative, and funny. They have a point of view on the
world, and want to pursue comedy writing, per-
formance, and/or production as a career.

Q.What personal qualities should students have to
be successful in your program and in their post-
college careers?  

A. Students should be self-starters and willing to
work hard at perfecting their artistic/comedic voic-
es. Persistence and determination are also helpful
qualities when it comes to breaking into the come-
dy business.

For more information on the program, contact

Emerson College
120 Boylston Street
Boston, MA 02116-4624
617/824-8500
www.emerson.edu/academics/comedic-arts-bfa ●

Comedic Arts, from page 4

class and must pass the assessment with a minimum of 80 per-
cent in order to be allowed to enroll in the riding courses. This
assessment tests the students’ physical fitness and balance. 

Q.What are typical career paths for graduates of your program? 

A. Graduates with an A.A.S. in Equine Studies (Horseman Option) pur-
sue careers (including assistant trainer, bloodstock agent, and farm
manager) in the Thoroughbred industry. 

Graduates with an Equine Industry Workforce Certificate pursue
entry-level careers such as groom positions on the farm and race-
track. 

Graduates with an A.A.S. in Equine Studies (Jockey Option), as well
as our Exercise Rider Certificate, pursue careers as professional rid-
ers either as exercise riders or jockeys. 

Graduates with an Equine Veterinary Assistant Certificate pursue
careers as equine veterinary assistants at the local equine hospi-
tals. 

For more information on the program, contact

Bluegrass Community College
North American Racing Academy
3380 Paris Pike
Lexington, KY 40511-9580
www.bluegrass.kctcs.edu/NARA.aspx ●

North American Racing Academy, from page 5

▲ Half of the national liberal arts colleges ranked in the
“top 100” by U.S. News & World Report do not require all
or many applicants to submit ACT or SAT scores—a
record number. More than 870 col-
leges and universities are test-
optional for all or many applicants,
according to FairTest.

▲ Students who graduated from
college in 2015 who borrowed
money to pay for their education
had average debt of $30,100—a 
4 percent increase from 2014.
Average student debt was highest in New Hampshire
(36,101), Pennsylvania ($34,978), and Connecticut
($34,773), and lowest in Utah ($18,873) and New Mexico
($20,193).

▲ Stanford University (Stanford, CA) has announced
that students from families that make less than $125,000 a
year and have assets of $300,000 or less will receive free
tuition (which costs about $46,000 a year). Students from

families that make less than $65,000 will also receive free
room and board (about $14,100/year). 

▲ Broward College in Davie,
Florida, is launching a bachelor of
science degree program in aero-
space sciences. Other schools that
plan to offer new programs include
the University of Akron (OH,
associate degree in corrosion engi-
neering technology), University of
Arkansas at Little Rock (bache-
lor’s degrees in both mechanical

systems engineering and in electrical and computer systems
engineering), University of Colorado at Boulder (bache-
lor’s program in elementary education), and Washington
State University (bachelor of science program in data ana-
lytics). In addition,  Sacred Heart University in Fairfield,
Connecticut, has launched a new School of Computing,
which offers bachelor’s degrees in computer science, infor-
mation technology, computer engineering, and game
design.

The average bachelor’s
degree candidate takes just over
five years to graduate, according 

to the National Student
Clearinghouse Research Center. 
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The following associations and
organizations offer scholarships to
high school and college students.
Scholarships are listed in order of
upcoming submission deadlines.  

GE-Reagan Foundation 
Scholarship Program
Scholarship America (scholarship
administrator)
844/402-0354 
ge-reagan@scholarshipamerica.org 
www.reaganfoundation.org/GE-
RFScholarships.aspx

Scholarship Name: GE-Reagan
Foundation Scholarship. Academic
Area: Open. Who May Apply?: High
school seniors. Eligibility: Applicants
must have minimum 3.0 grade point
average, demonstrate financial need, be
citizens of the United States, and
“demonstrate exemplary leadership,
drive, integrity, and citizenship.”
Application Process: Applicants must
complete an application at the organi-
zation’s website. Amount: $10,000

(renewable for an additional three
years). Deadline: January 5, 2017.

Annie’s Homegrown 
Scholarship Committee
1610 Fifth Street
Berkeley, CA 94710-1715
www.annies.com/giving-back/agricul-
tural-scholarships/apply

Scholarship Name: Sustainable
Agriculture Scholarships. Academic
Area: Sustainable agriculture. Who
May Apply?: High school seniors,
undergraduate students, graduate stu-
dents. Eligibility: Applicants must
plan to study sustainable agriculture or
a related field at an accredited two- or
four-year college or graduate school in
the United States during the 2017-18
school year. Application Process:
Applicants must submit a completed
application (available online at Annie’s
website), academic transcript, two let-
ters of recommendation that can speak
to one’s interest in sustainable agricul-
ture, and a personal statement (which
details why they have chosen to study sustainable agriculture, their vision of

what sustainable agriculture means,
and their plans for the future and how
these plans will affect the Earth and
consumers). Amount: 15 prizes of
$10,000. Deadline: January 6, 2017.

National Ground 
Water Association
National Ground Water Research and
Educational Foundation 
Attn: Scholarship Coordinator, Len
Assante Scholarship
601 Dempsey Road 
Westerville, OH 43081-8978 
800/551-7379
ngwref@ngwa.org
www.ngwa.org/Foundation/assante

Scholarship Name: Len Assante
Scholarship. Academic Area:
Groundwater science. Who May

Financial Aid

continued on page 8

Scholarship available for
students with dwarfism
Little People of America (LPA)
LPA Scholarships
250 El Camino Real, Suite 218
Tustin, CA 92780-3656 
www.lpaonline.org/scholarships-and-
medical-grants

Disability Type: Dwarfism
Age Group: High school seniors, 
college students
Comments: Scholarships are awarded,
in order of preference to “members of
LPA who have a medically diagnosed
form of dwarfism, immediate family
members of dwarfs who are also paid
members of LPA, people with dwarfism
who are not members of LPA, and non-
disabled students who can demon-
strate a need for financial educational
assistance.” Applicants must submit a
completed application (available for
download at the LPA website), a per-
sonal statement of at least 500 words,
three letters of recommendation, and
academic transcripts
Amount: $250 to $1,000 or more
Deadline: April 30, 2017

A television reporter prepares to give a live report. Employment for television
broadcast reporters is expected to grow 19 percent from 2014 to 2024, according
to the U.S. Department of Labor, or much faster than the average for all careers. 
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Apply?: High school seniors, under-
graduate students. Eligibility:
Applicants must plan to enter a field of
study that serves, supports, or pro-
motes the ground water industry.
Application Process: Applicants must
submit a completed application and
academic transcripts. Visit the
Association’s website to download an
application. Amount: Up to $5,000.
Deadline: January 15, 2017.

The LeRoy W. Homer Jr. Foundation
Attn: Scholarship Committee
PO Box 268
Marlton, NJ 08053-0268 
800/388-1647 
info@leroywhomerjr.org 
www.leroywhomerjr.org/scholarships

Scholarship Name: Flight Training
Scholarship; the scholarship is awarded
to fund scholarships for private pilot
training and certification. (Note:
LeRoy W. Homer Jr. was the first offi-
cer on United Flight 93, which was
hijacked and crashed on 9/11.)
Academic Area: Aviation. Who May
Apply?: High school students, college
students. Eligibility: Applicants must
be between the ages of 16 and 23, be
interested in becoming pilots, be U.S.

citizens or resident aliens, and read,
write, and speak English to Federal
Aviation Administration standards.
Application Process: Applicants must
submit a completed application (avail-
able online), personal and educational
information, two letters of recommen-
dation, and answers to three essay
questions. Amount: Contact the foun-
dation for details. Deadline: January
31, 2017.

The Newspaper Guild-CWA
David S. Barr Award 
501 Third Street, NW
Washington, DC 20001-2797 
202/434-7177
guild@cwa-union.org
www.newsguild.org/david-s-barr-
award-student-journalism

Scholarship Name: The David S. Barr
Award is given to “inspire a new gener-
ation of journalists by recognizing
work that contributes to the pursuit of
justice and fairness…and to promote
issues of importance to working peo-
ple.” Academic Area: Journalism.
Who May Apply?: High school stu-
dents, college students. Eligibility:
Entries must be of work published or
broadcast between January 1, 2016,
and December 31, 2016. Application
Process: Visit the Guild’s website to

download an application. Amount:
$1,000 for the high school student
winner and $1,500 for the college stu-
dent winner. Deadline: January 31,
2017.

National FFA Collegiate
Scholarship Program
Scholarship Office
6060 FFA Drive, PO Box 68960
Indianapolis, IN 46268-0960
317/802-6060
scholarships@ffa.org
www.ffa.org/scholarships

Program Name: National FFA
Collegiate Scholarship Program.
Academic Area: Agriculture, agribusi-
ness, engineering, animal science, food
science, business, and other fields.
Who May Apply?: High school sen-
iors, college students. Eligibility:
Applicants must be members of the
National FFA Organization, be less
than 23 years of age at the time of
application, and U.S. citizens. Other
criteria varies by scholarship. Visit the
FAA website for a FAQ section that
provides detailed information about
the scholarships. Application Process:
Varies by scholarship. Amount: Varies
by scholarship. In 2016, $2.2 million
in total scholarship funds were award-
ed. Deadline: February 1, 2017.

Financial Aid, from page 7

Financial Aid (cont.)
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ACT/SAT DEADLINES

ACT Registration Deadlines

The registration deadline for the February 11 ACT is 
January 13 (the test is unavailable in New York). The late
registration deadline is January 20. Visit www.act.org for
more information.

SAT Registration

Deadlines

The registration deadline for
the January 21 SAT &
Subject Tests is December
21 (the late registration
deadline is January 10).
Visit www.collegeboard.com
for more info. 

SENIORS

Complete Your

Applications

Complete and submit your
college applications. Make photocopies or PDFs of your
applications and create a tracking system to organize this
important process.

Early Decision/Early Action

If you have been accepted to an Early Decision/Action
program, be sure to withdraw your applications from other
schools. If the decision has been deferred, apply to addi-
tional schools. 

Financial Aid

The Free Application for Federal Student Aid has been
available since October 1. Aid is awarded on a first-come,
first-served basis, so it’s a good idea to begin filling out the
form as soon as possible. You can apply online at
www.fafsa.ed.gov. Visit http://studentaid.ed.gov for more
information on the types of financial aid, who is eligible for
aid, and how to apply for aid. 

Scholarships

Continue searching and applying for scholarships. 
Check out websites such as www.scholarships.com and
www.fastweb.com to learn more about scholarships. 
Also, check each issue of College Spotlight for scholarship
listings. 

JUNIORS

PSAT Results

You will typically receive the results from your PSATs this
month. Review your scores and prepare to take the 
SAT next spring. Check out the College Board’s website,
https://www.collegeboard.org/psat-nmsqt, for more 
information. 

Make a List

Make a list of the qualities
that you are looking for in a
college. These include type of
school (public or private,
small or large, etc.), cost,
financial aid options, extracur-
ricular activities, and majors
offered. Attend college fairs in
your area and use this list to
help narrow your choices. 

Schedule Campus

Visits

It’s never too early to begin setting up appointments to
visit college campuses. Try to meet with admissions and
financial aid counselors, talk with a professor or a depart-
ment head of the academic area in which you are interest-
ed, sample cafeteria food, sleep in a dorm, and take a tour
with a current student.

Financial Aid

Begin researching financial aid such as scholarships, grants,
and loans. Talk with your parents about how you’ll pay for
college. 

Extracurricular Activities

Continue or begin participating in extracurricular activities
such as school clubs, newspapers, yearbook, speech teams,
or athletics. These activities look great on your application
and tell college administrators that you’re well-rounded. 

College Planning
Guide for Seniors
and Juniors


